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I. ACTIVITIES UNDERTAKEN BY INDIA WATER PARTNERSHIP DURING AUGUST, 2013 

 
1.1  Consultation on Water and Climate Change Resilience Program (WACREP) by Dhan Foundation 

(South Zone Water Partnership) 
 
Dhan Foundation, the Coordinating Agency of South Zone Water Partnership has been included by 

India Water Partnership and GWP-South Asia as one of the implementing partner of WACREP in 

South India. 

 

On August 14, 2013, a consultation on implementation of WACREP was organized by DHAN 

Foundation at Madurai, Tamil Nadu. The participants included farmers, member of Self Help Groups, 

Subject Matter Specialists on Natural Resources Management, Disaster Risk Reduction, Fisheries, 

Coastal Livelihoods, Micro Insurance, etc. Mr. Ramasamy Adhinarayanan, Project Leader, Climate 

Change Adaptation, DHAN Foundation facilitated the process by explaining briefly about the climate 

change and its impact. Mr. A. Gurunathan, Chief Executive, DHAN Foundation precisely explained 

about WARCEP proposed objectives and expected outcomes to design research questions. The 

participants agreed on various views like problem of soil degradation in the area, widespread 

menace of Prosopis juliflora, vanishing number of  tree species, poor access to knowledge and 

service delivery, etc. Some specific research topics were also discussed in the consultations which 

are as follows: 

 

Agriculture: 
 
• Mapping the vulnerability, risks and indigenous coping practices and its relevance with people’s 

perception/ experience 

• Comparing scientific data for replication and addressing the gaps;  

• Evolve resilience on farming community and role of agriculture, biodiversity conservation in 

terms of climate change and action needed for increasing resilience.  

• Crop insurance for small millets and mixed cropping; 

• Behavioural Change;  

• Subsidy for inorganic farming and change of subsidy for organic farming;  

• Effect of climate change on soil health and its productivity in the semi-arid regions. 

 
Water: 
 
• Study on surface water bodies storage pattern versus climate change and its implications on food 

security; 

• Early warning system to reduce the effect/impact of climate change on livelihoods of farming 

communities and disaster risk reduction; 

• Drinking water demand and supply - centralised distribution and shortage of drinking water in the 

villages during summer. 



                                                                                 

1.2   Peoples’ Area Water Partnership (PAWP) in Dhenkanal, Odisha  raising voice against pollution 

of Water Bodies 

 

Arun Institute of Rural Affairs (AIRA), the co-ordinating agency of PAWP with the support of India 

Water Partnership has been protesting for pollution of natural water bodies by the neighbouring 

industries. In the month of August the following protests were made by the members of PAWP.  

 
PAWP representatives along with other water right activists in the district of Dhenkanal, Orissa 

protested against coal based power and steel companies for discharging effluents like fly ashes and 

liquid debris into the water channels meant for irrigation. Effluent discharge usually pollutes the 

water of Brahmani, Lingara, Kisinda and other nallahs and rivers. In response to the protest, recently 

the State Pollution Control Board (Odisha) with the support from the District Administration 

(Dhenkanal) has taken action by sealing up two units of the Bhusan Energy Ltd. at Kantabania. PAWP 

representatives also joined the ‘Jan  Sunwai (public hearing) at Motanga RI Circle in Odapada block 

and supported the local people in opposing expansion (from 300 MW to 485 MW) of a power plant 

on conditions of adequate safety measures for construction of ash pond and fitting of scientific 

devices for pollution control. 

 

Apart from the above activities 16 members from Local Water Partnerships under PAWP 

participated in the training-cum-demonstration of System of Rice Intensification process for paddy 

transplantation and farming at Krishi Vigyan Kendra, Kadalipal during 11th -12th August, 2013. 

 

News clipping :  Units of Bhushan Energy Limited sealed by authorities 

 

 

 

 

           

            

 

 

 

 

 

                   

 The translated version of the above newspaper article: 

Reported in the Dharitri dated.15 Aug 13 : In response to the Peoples’ Area Water Partnership 

protest, the State Pollution Control Board (Orissa) with support from the District Administration 

(Dhenkanal) have taken a drastic action by sealing up two units (of 150 MW capacity) of the Bhusan 

Energy Ltd. at Kantabania. The company violated 33A of Water (Prevention & Control of Pollution) 

Act 1974 and 31A of Air (Prevention & Control of Pollution) Act 1981.  



                                                                                 

 

1.3  One day Training-cum-Consultation Program on “Dissemination of Improved Technologies and 

Best  Practices Used for Water Harvesting and Conservation 

 

With the support of India Water 
Partnership, Centre for Environment 
and Development Studies, Jaipur 
(CEDSJ), a network partner of IWP 
organized a one day training/ 
consultation program on 
“Dissemination of Improved 
Technologies and Best Practices Used 
for Water Harvesting and 
Conservation” on 22nd August, 2013 in 
association with Ramkrishna Jaidyal 
Dalmia Seva Sansthan (RJDSS), and Samagra Vikas Sansthan (SVS), Jhunjhunu, Rajasthan. The 
program was organised at RJDSS Sports complex, Chirawa, Jhunjhunu, Rajasthan. Around 90 farmers 
(from 14 villages of the Jhunjhunu district), Panchayati Raj Institution representatives, State 

Government  officials and experts participated in the training-cum-consultation program. Objectives 
of the program was; (i) To share information on the State Water Policy, Projects, Programs and 
activities undertaken by the State Government to support the water sector reform in the State; (ii) 
To share the concept and status of IWRM implementation in the state; and (iii) To disseminate 
improved technologies and practices used for water harvesting and conservation, including domestic 
water use. 
 
The training-cum-consultation program was started with the introduction of IWP by Dr. M. S. 
Rathore, Director, CEDSJ and board member of India water Partnership (IWP) who explained in 
detail about the objectives and activities undertaken in India and in the South-Asia. Mr.  Hemant 
Joshi, Director, Communication and Capacity Development Unit (CCDU) gave lecture on rainwater 
harvesting technologies used in roof top rainwater harvesting and in agricultural fields in Jhunjhunu 
district.   

Dr. M. S. Rathore explained about the traditional 
technology being used in Rajasthan for meeting 
domestic water needs and irrigation demand and 
also the modern technology being used for 
domestic water and irrigation. He emphasised 
that though modern technology is much more 
capital intensive and demand higher level of 
education status of the users. However, there is 
whole range of technology options available to 
the consumers and it is his/her choice to adopt 
the technology based on the resource     

endowment of the user. 
 

Dr. M S Rathore delivering the Lecture 



                                                                                 

Dr. Suneet Shethi of CCDU delivered lecture on the water quality testing technique as water quality 

is a major problem in Rajasthan. Although the State government is distributing water quality testing 

kits to all the Panchayats but people are not aware of bad water quality and health consequences 

thereof. Dr. Shethi gave practical demonstration of the water testing kit and suggested participants 

to test the quality of rainwater they have harvested before using. Dr. Shethi also suggested them to 

repeat water quality testing at regular intervals. 

 

Mr. Niranjan Singh of SVS gave presentation on the roof top rainwater harvesting technology used 

by his organisation in 80 villages of Jhunjhunu and rainwater harvesting for recharge of 

groundwater and technique of monitoring groundwater fluctuations/change.  He impressed on the 

participants to adopt that and solve the problem of fast depleting groundwater in the district. 

 

Dr. Sharikant, a scientist from Central 

Electronics Engineering Research Institute 

(CEERI), Pilani spoke on “Innovative  and User 

Friendly Technique of measuring Water 

Quality Parameters in Rural Areas”. He has 

developed a peoples’ friendly cost effective 

technology to measure the quality of water and 

also recommended solutions to the users to 

overcome the problem of water quality. He 

made demonstration through the equipment 

and suggested the PRI and Government 

representatives to purchase it for their 

Panchayats. 

 

The last presentation was by Dr. Hanuman Prasad, Agriculture Scientist. As agriculture uses more 

than 85% of the available water, conservation of water in irrigation can help in bringing the 

increasing gap between supply and demand for water. He discussed various methods and 

technology to save water in agriculture and also discussed about various schemes of government to 

support adoption of these technologies. 

 

1.4  Submission of Draft Integrated Water Resources Development and Management Plan 
(IWRD&MP) for Wainganga sub-basin  to Water Resources Deptt., Govt. of Maharashtra 

 

Finalization of Draft Integrated Water Resources Development and Management Plan (IWRD&MP) 

for Wainganga sub-basin is a part of activity of IWP for the year 2013.  Gomukh Environment Trust 

for Sustainable Development and Coordinating agency of West Zone Water Partnership (WZWP)  

was entrusted by Water Resources Department, Govt. of Maharashtra  (GoM) to prepare this plan. 

Accordingly, the WZWP has submitted the Draft Final IWRD&MP to GoM.  The Program Monitoring 

and Appraisal Committee will scrutinize the Draft Final Plan. After receiving comments and 

suggestions from the Committee, the Plan would be finalized and submitted to the GoM.  

Dr. Sharikant demonstrating the  
water quality testing 



                                                                                 

 

1.5      Participation in Meetings/Conferences 

 

1.5.1 First Meeting of Technical Committee of India Water Week-2014 

 

The first meeting of the Technical Committee for organizing India Water Week- 2014 (IWW-2014) 

was held on 13.08.2013 under the chairmanship of Chairman, Central Water Commission (CWC). Dr. 

Veena Khanduri, Executive Secretary (IWP) and Mr. V.U. Koundanya, Executive Director (Planning) 

WAPCOS Ltd. in the capacity of the Technical Committee members participated in the meeting. 

 

The main outcome of the meeting was to finalize the dates and venue for the IWW-2014. 

Accordingly, it was decided that IWW-2014 inauguration and plenary session would be held at 

Vigyan Bhawan, New Delhi on 2nd December, 2014 while the conferences and exhibitions would be 

held at India Exposition Mart Limited (IEML), Greater Noida from 3-6th December, 2014. 

 

The suggested theme for IWW-2014 is “Water Management for Sustainable Development.” During 

the meeting, programme structure was discussed in detail and indicative topics were also proposed. 

It was also decided that special events would be organised by leading organizations. Committee 

members appreciating the role of GWP, GWP-SAS and GWP- India, suggested to involve GWP for 

special events. 

 

Dr. Veena Khanduri said that India Water Partnership will send all the important communications to 

GWP to play active role in IWW- 2014. She also suggested that WAPCOS Ltd can facilitate in 

organizing ministerial delegation from Africa and South East Asia. 
 

1.5.2  Executive Committee Meeting of Indian Water Resources Society (IWRS) 

 

The Executive Committee meeting of IWRS (a partner of IWP) was held on 19th August, 2013 at 

Central Water Commission, Ministry of Water Resources, Govt. of India under the Chairmanship of 

Mr. A B Pandya, President, IWRS and Member, Central Water Commission. Dr. Veena Khanduri, 

Executive Secretary, IWP as a member of IWRS participated in the meeting. 

 

Mr. A.B. Pandya, President in his inaugural address cited serious challenges being faced by the water 

sector in the country. He particularly mentioned the unscientific and one sided debate being held in 

the media on various issues, the recent one is floods in Uttarakhand where the main cause of flood 

was cloud burst phenomenon and main cause of damages was uncontrolled and unregulated 

construction in the river valleys, but the debate was, unfortunately, turned to construction of dams, 

as if dams have created floods and created havoc. He pointed out that the IWRS was created for this 

very purpose of taking any discussion/debate in water sector as sensible, scientific and well 

informed manner, which is not happening. He implored the IWRS to initiate systematic work in this 

direction. 



                                                                                 

 

Dr. M.K. Sinha, Member, IWRS and Commissioner (PP), Ministry of Water Resources, Govt. of India 

suggested that IWRS should also discuss the current policy issues and support the Government with 

relevant and appropriate recommendations. He further suggested that a half day session may be 

organized on River Conservation Zone, the need of which has been felt strongly after Uttarakhand 

floods. Dr. Veena Khanduri supported the idea and informed that India Water Partnership (IWP) and 

IWRS have almost similar objectives and such initiate would be fully supported by IWP also. She 

offered to support organization of the event.  

 
II.  ACTIVITIES SCHEDULED FOR SEPTEMBER, 2013 

 

2.1  National Institute for Development (NID) the co-ordinating agency of Eastern Zonal Water 

Partnership would organize two workshops in East zone during September, 2013; one on “Status of 

Participatory Irrigation Management in the Eastern states; and the other on “Status of Ground 

Water Legislation in the Eastern States”. 

 

2.2  Arun Institute of Rural Affairs (AIRA) the co-ordinating agency of People’s Area Water 

Partnership (PAWP) would publish simpler version of Orissa State Water Policy in Odia (local 

language) for wider circulation among PAWP members and the local people.  
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